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Abstract:
This study examines whether changes made to the investigation procedures within the Rochester Police Department's homicide unit have an effect on homicide clearance net of theoretically significant variables related to victim and police devaluation, event characteristic, and victim lifestyle. It examines 132 homicides investigated by the homicide unit over 4 years consisting of the pre-intervention period and post-intervention period. It is hypothesized that investigation tactics will affect the odds of clearance, even after controlling for other theoretically relevant variables. The findings support this hypothesis, suggesting that the approaches and tactics police departments implement within their investigative units are important. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
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Abstract:
Clearance rate has gone down throughout the United States over decades, especially of homicide cases (Wellford& Cronin, 1999). According to Federal Bureau of Investigation's (FBI) Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, in 2005, the homicide clearance rate in the U.S. is 62.1%. However, the rate had once reached 91% in 1965. Clearance is the most common measure by the academics and the public to evaluate the police agency's law-enforcing ability (Greenwood, et al. 1977). The declining trend of homicide clearance implies the inability of police to protect the society. There has been a number of existing literatures that paid attentions to the deteriorating situation of homicide clearance. Most of them, however, tried to examine the causes of the decline, for example, change in the types of homicide (Riedel& Jarvis, 1999); only few of them examined the determinants of homicide clearances (Wellford& Cronin, 1999). In the present study, I will compare those agencies having high clearance rates with those having low rates, and examine which of these four organizational factors (budget, agency size, proportion of police force assigned to investigation, and technologic equipment) are significantly improving homicide clearances. ..PAT.-Unpublished Manuscript [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
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